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BEFORE

THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF

SOUTH CAROLINA

DOCKET NO. 2005-224-C - ORDER NO. 2006-55

JANUARY 26, 2006

IN RE: Petition of the Office of Regulatory Staff for

the Commission to Order a Rule to Show

Cause as to %hy the Certificates of Public
Convenience and Necessity for Certain
Providers ofTelecommunications Services
Should Not Be Revoked

) ORDER

) REVOKING

) CERTIFICATES

)
)
)

This matter comes before the Public Service Commission of South Carolina (the

Commission) on the Petition of the Office of Regulatory Staff (ORS) for the Commission

to Order a Rule to Show Cause as to why the Certificates of Public Convenience and

Necessity for certain providers of telecommunications services should not be revoked for

failure to comply with orders, decisions, directions, rules and regulations made or

prescribed by the Commission and/or for failure to comply with the laws governing

corporations, partnerships and associations. ORS's Petition was filed with the

Commission on July 27, 2005.

Pursuant to Order No. 2005-531, we granted the requested Rule to Show Cause,

and ordered that a formal hearing would be scheduled for December l, 2005, in the

Commission's offices. %e also required that Notice of the Petition and hearing be served

upon the Certificate holders named in the Exhibits, and that said Certificate holders be

required to submit an answer to the Petition within thirty (30) days of receipt of the

Petition. Proof of Service of the Notice of the Petition and hearing were filed in the
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Docket by the Commission's Docketing Department. Answers were received fiom some

of the Certificate holders.

Subsequently a hearing was held in the Commission Offices on December 1,

2005, with the Honorable Randy Mitchell, Chairman, presiding. The Office of

Regulatory Staff was represented by Benjamin Mustian, Esquire. In the hearing, ORS

witness James McDaniel adopted and presented the prefiled written testimony of Mak

Moore. None of the Certificate holders appeared at the hearing. McDaniel noted that

Moore monitored the filings made by telecommunications providers under the

jurisdiction of the Commission. McDaniel furnished a list made by Moore of the

telecommunications carriers which have failed to file the required annual reports or gross

receipts report as of the date of the hearing. McDaniel noted that four (4) camers filed the

appropriate reports and are in compliance with the Commission's regulations.

Additionally, twenty-one (21) carriers have been removed from the list because their

certificates have previously been canceled or approved by the Commission for an asset

transfer or name change. McDaniel furnished an additional list drafted by Moore of

telecommunications carriers which have filed the required forms or have otherwise come

into compliance since the issuance of the Rule to Show Cause.

According to McDaniel, at the time of the hearing one hundred seventy-nine

telecommunications carriers named in the Rule to Show Cause remained out of

compliance with the Commission's Rules and Regulations by failing to file annual

reports or gross receipts. ORS recommended through witness McDaniel that the

Commission revoke the Certificates of those carriers who have not complied with the
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filing requirements before the Commission's Order on this matter as issued. ORS did

note that if a carrier came into compliance before the issuance of an order ruling on this

rnatter, ORS would request that the Commission not revoke the certificate of any carrier

that makes the requisite filings before the issuance of the Order in this matter by the

Commission.

We hereby revoke the Certificates of Public Convenience and Necessity of the

carriers on the attached list for failure to file the required annual report or gross receipts

report, which is the list submitted by Moore (McDaniel) at the hearing on this case, with

one exception. {SeeOrder Exhibit No. 1.) TotalTel, Inc. was listed as being out of

compliance, however that Company subsequently stated that it had submitted the

necessary information by filing under its current name of Covista, Inc. As the

Commission had not approved such a name change, ORS had not removed Totaltel Q.om

the exhibit of companies out ofcompliance. Totaltel-Covista's Certificate is therefore not

revoked at this time, although Totaltel needs to submit the necessary name change

request to this Commission. The Certificates of the remaining companies on the list are

revoked.
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This Order shall remain in full force and effect until further Order of the

Commission.

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:

Rand Mite ell, airman

ATTEST:

G. O'Neal Hamilton, Vice-Chairman

(SEAL)
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